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2. Executive summary

Through collaboration with and input from regional, national, and international data providers, Living Labs,
and statistical offices, we evaluated the performance and costs associated with acquiring data relevant for
rural territories at various geographical scales. The resulting document presents a compilation of 27 data
fiches, a comprehensive exploration of data costs and dimensions through a survey, and nine inspirational
examples of data, tools, and approaches. The document seeks to inform GRANULAR's Living and Replication
Labs, as well as data users and providers from various levels, about practical insights into data collection types and
costs for rural territories, their challenges, and opportunities. The outlined cost categories, spanning data
infrastructure, governance, model training, security, and more, provide a robust framework for understanding
and managing the complexities associated with enriching knowledge and advancing data-driven initiatives
for policy making in rural contexts.

The Survey engaged national statistical offices and data providers, yielding 17 responses from 16 different
countries, and focused on data availability, costs, and user information. The survey delves into the landscape of
data accessibility applied to rural development across several European countries. The report highlights key open
databases, data domains, and types of data available at no cost, revealing variations in resolution and thematic
coverage. The majority of surveyed offices make over 500 data files freely accessible, with primary domains
including demography, economy, agriculture, and tourism. While most respondents adhere to Eurostat guidelines,
data types vary, encompassing tabular, grid-level, vector, and raster data. Notably, the report touches upon the
diverse bases for user charges, with some offices levying fees for data compilation or structuring. The analysis
underscores the crucial role of individuals, research organizations, and the private sector as the main users of these
datasets, emphasizing the multifaceted demand for demographic, economic, and development-focused information.

Data fiches were compiled for 27 datasets that capture a wide range of rural data types, and include a description
of the data, including indicator class, data class, spatial and temporal information, a short description and how to
cite it. Cost information include data infrastructure costs, e.g. software or hardware needed or costs for data
repositories / storage. Data Governance & Management costs, i.e. costs needed to work with the data e.g. comprises
information about staff costs needed to work with / access the data, for data analysis, quality assurance and
“cleaning” data. Authors also reflect on data documentation costs. Data covered the 4 rural functions identified in
the Rural Compass (productive, residential, environmental, recreational), with a variety of domains, such as
accessibility, agriculture, climate, demography, digitalization, economic development, energy, health, infrastructure,
mobility, recreation, and transversal.

The inspirational examples showcase data collection and provision methodologies that have been implemented
at local and international scales. Each example was documented with a structured overview including costs, photos,
and a matrix of key insights, policy implications, and future considerations. The aim is to inform actors on the diversity
of methods and data that can be collected and the costs that are associated with such initiatives. Examples include:

¢ Indicator to monitor the subjective well-being of the rural population during the CAP programming period in
Finland (National)

e Rural Barometer Finland (National)

e Monitoring mobility and road traffic at local scale in France (Local)

e Telecare for the elderly at home — Galicia / Spain (Local)

¢ Functional & spatial diagnosis for social revitalization — Poland (National)

e  Scottish National Islands Plan Survey (Regional)

e Web-mapping tool to visualize proximity to different services - Nordic countries (International)

e Enhancing accessibility & understanding of rural land use data — EU (International)

e Earth Observation & Citizen Science — Geo-Wiki (Locally informed, international coverage)

The holistic approach chosen in this document with three focus areas enables a comprehensive understanding
of rural data, costs, and innovative examples for evidence-based policy-making.

Effectively utilizing open data in rural territories within the EU demands strategic investments in capacity
building, with an emphasis on training local personnel in Geographic Information System (GIS) and data
management. The estimated annual cost of employing entry-level GIS technicians ranges from €30,000 to €40,000,
reflecting the necessity to bridge the skills gap for meaningful spatial data analysis. Additionally, ensuring the
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reliability of open data for decision-making requires rigorous quality assessment processes, including validation with
local databases and complementary data collection, with associated annual expenses ranging from €25,000 to
€35,000.

3. Introduction

Task 3.2. builds on D3.1_Screening_Rural_Data_Sources, where an initial screening of data availability was
conducted for the generation of new and novel datasets to support indicators of rural sustainability for Europe. More
than 90 existing datasets relevant for rural territories, along with accompanying meta-data have been recorded. The
screened datasets address the majority of GRANULAR’s Rural Compass' indicators, with the majority of datasets
representing demography, infrastructure and environment.

T3.2. has prioritised data sources and methods identified in T3.1, considering the performance and costs of acquiring
data at an appropriate geographical scale. Options identified in T3.1 were considered to make them relevant for
users both in the context of the Living Labs and Replication Labs (https://www.ruralgranular.eu/living-labs/).

This document showcases the performance and costs of different data types and tools and discuss viable options
going forward. Different regional, national, and international data providers were consulted, as were the Living Labs
as such. Consultation and co-writing took place during various stages of producing this deliverable and always
included the identification of costs for users and those occurred during the development of a tool or compiling data.
We also consulted national and regional statistical offices and authorities to get an overview of available data at
different levels of granularity, the costs of and for data and data users. Finally, project partners, including Living Labs
were invited to share and write about inspirational examples from their region or country, including on how they have
used and produced data and indicators or tools to work with data.

This document was written to inform and inspire both GRANULAR Living and Replication Labs as well as data users
and providers in rural areas and beyond. It thus responds to one of key aims of GRANULAR, i.e. to enrich knowledge
for rural actors on the diversity of rural areas, their functional characteristics, challenges and opportunities.
Consequently, this document contains:

o A journey across national and regional statistical offices and authorities in the EU and beyond to better
understand costs of and for rural data,

o 9inspirational examples of data, tools, and approaches and
o Data fiches summarizing key information for 27 different datasets (in the appendix).

These elements all include different cost dimensions as far as they were available.

Most of the datasets identified in D3.1_Screening_Rural_Data_Sources contain a free and open license or allow
partial access, often complying with the FAIR Principles and the INSPIRE Directive. Just a few datasets require
purchase. Likewise, statistical offices at different levels of governance and throughout the EU provide numerous
data, datasets and maps being free of charge for the users (chapter 5). Whilst the inspirational examples in chapter

' The Rural Compass is a tool aimed at orientating and providing policy direction, going from policy design in rural areas to policy
monitoring and evaluation. The Rural Compass is conceived as a multi-dimensional set of indicators and trends. The assessment of rural
areas against those indicators and trends can be used to map and assess rural communities and their functional characteristics. It can be
found here https://www.ruralgranular.eu/tools/.
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6 are also free of charge for different user groups, there are different development costs to consider, particularly if

they are

Overall,
processi
possible

to be replicated elsewhere.

there are different cost and performance dimensions that need to be thought about when working with or
ng data. Whilst we try to specify the particular costs for each dataset and inspirational example as best as
and as far as applicable, there are a number of general data costs categories defined in the literature (e.g.

Becker 2017, Colas et al 2014, Martinez et al. 2021, Saltz et al. 2017b, Sivarajah et al. 2016), which will also be
considered where applicable as far as information is available. These include (Figure 1):

Data infrastructure: including software to work with the data, hardware to process data, data storage, or data
repositories. This also includes processes for storing, retrieving, and sharing data. This also includes “the big
data perspective” with data volume increasing and velocity intensifying computation requirements and
dependence on IT resources (Martinez et al. 2021, Saltz et al. 2017b, Sivarajah et al. 2016). Finally,

Data governance & management: the needs and capabilities of people to conduct data analysis, training
needs of staff, or costs for staff effort for quality assurance. An intermediary (e.g. Martinez et al. 2021) that
understands both the language of data analytics and the domain of application, creating an understanding
between data scientists and stakeholders, customers, businesses etc. This dimension also includes model
training and retraining costs, e.g. for machine learning models, which may be resource intensive and costly.
(Martinez et al. 2021).

Data quality and scale: there might be a need to clean “dirty” data and reflection on the potential to be
suitable. Coordinated data cleaning and quality assurance are needed to assure a robust validation (Martinez et
al. 2021). Data scale implies reflecting complexity, adjust necessary architecture and infrastructure and the
corresponding costs (Becker 2017, Colas et al 2014 & Martinez et al. 2021).

Data security & privacy including compliance with data protection regulations, encryption methods,
anonymization, user education and training (Martinez et al. 2021, Saltz & Shamshurin 2016, Colas et al 2014,
Sivarajah et al. 2016). In this connection, there should be awareness of dependency on legacy systems and
data integration (Colas et al 2014, Becker 2017).

Creating institutional memory & retaining institutional knowledge: personnel costs associated with
knowledge documentation and sharing etc. (Byrne 2017, Martinez et al. 2021, Colas et al 2014, Becker 2017).

Martinez et al. 2021 conclude that in addition to an understanding to what data might be available (see also Saltz et
al. 2017a), its representativeness for the problem at hand (Saltz & Shamshurin 2016) and its limitations (e.g. Byrne

2017) is critical for the success of data projects.
Figure 1. Data costs categories
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This document is organised as follows. After this introduction, section 4 explains the methodology used to gather
different insights and lessons learned for this report — for the data fiches, the survey and the inspirational examples.
Chapter 5 is a journey throughout Europe and its national and regional statistical offices, all providing insights on
accessibility and availability of data, different costs dimensions and additional costs users must be aware of. Chapter
6 provides inspirational examples of data, tools and applications from around the EU. Chapter 7 is a discussion and
conclusion of our findings and discusses possible ways forward. The data fiches — 27 different datasets of relevance
for rural areas and actors — are to be found in the appendix.

4. Methodology and approach

Our three inspirational examples were all built on their own particular methodology and approach. Hence, we outline
methodologies separately for each, starting with the survey, shortly describing how the inspirational examples were
selected, composed and structured and finally explain how and why the data fiches have been chosen and
composed.

GRANULAR'’s aim is to identify, develop and provide novel data and reusable tools to understand the characteristics,
dynamics and drivers of rural areas and hence support place and evidence-based policy making. In connection to
this, we want to better understand and map the performance and costs of acquiring data at different geographical
scales, including from the national level and the statistical offices and authorities from around the EU and beyond.
We thus invited national statistical offices and authorities across the EU and beyond, including all countries where
the GRANULAR Living and Replication Labs are located, to take part in a survey. We inquired about data availability,
pricing policies and costs of data as well about customers and user groups and their demands. The survey contains
3 sections: 1) data availability, 2) data costs and 3) users. More than 20 questions are both open-ended, selection
and multi-selection, ranking and open-ended questions?. We received 17 answers from both EU and non-EU
countries. Most respondents were national statistical authorities. In two cases respondents answered on behalf of
other authorities® (Figure 2).

Figure 2. Location of responding organizations.

Responding
organisations

Il National
Statistical
Office

[ Other

authorities

Cyp{ls

J

2 All questions are available from the lead author.
3 One of the cases was a regional authority from Spain, which was contacted due to the relevance and connection to the Living Lab
Ourense. The other respondent was from Italy.
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In some cases, respondents sent their replies and additional answers directly to us (e.g. Scotland, Sweden,
Moldova). In some cases, such as Spain, also regional offices were included, since they are working closely with
Living Lab actors.

We used the Webropol platform to collect the answers. The survey was open between September and November
2023. Survey results are presented and discussed in chapter 5. We also include links to the main databases relevant
for rural development issues, and present the data domains contained in open databases and the finest resolution
of data free of charge in each of the country that participated in the survey.

To better understand and map the performance and costs of acquiring data at different geographical scales, we
invited project partners including Living Labs, whether they have good examples of data collection or tools that are
already being implemented in their territory and invited them to contribute to a collection of inspirational examples
from different scales. This means, examples ranging from an indicator to an international or transboundary mapping
tool and from the local level to national level examples and beyond. The idea and motivation were that the examples
will not only be included in this deliverable, but also published on the GRANULAR website.

All examples follow a similar structure and are composed of a description of the example and costs for developing
it. Authors explain the motivation and objective, their experience thus far, future considerations, and who has
developed it.

The cost dimensions covered — and as far as the authors had them available — include:
Budget of the whole initiative, such as:

o Data Governance & Management costs

o Staff costs or PM

o Costs for Data analysis

o Quality assurance, “cleaning data”
Data Infrastructure costs, such as:

o Infrastructure needed (software, hardware)

o Data repositories / storage needs

Costs for data processing & visualization

Nice photos from the area and the tool, including maps, add some additional flavor. A matrix will summarize key
learnings, cost dimensions, policy implications and future considerations from the inspirational examples.

D3.1_Screening_Rural_Data_Sources developed a Rural Data Table with more than 90 datasets was developed.*
Those datasets were initially ranked according to their degree of relevance for GRANULAR, in terms of supporting
GRANULAR'’s Rural Compass and on a scale from 4 (very relevant) to 1 (lower relevance). For the purpose of this
document, those data ranked 4 (very relevant) and 3 (relevant) were selected. The motivation is twofold. First, we
wish to provide LL and RL and other rural stakeholders with cost and accessibility information about these relevant
datasets for their work. Second, we want to summarise the current knowledge about these datasets to support the
continuous work of GRANULAR, its Repository and the Rural Compass.

Datasets that had certain shortcomings, for instance regarding temporality, old data, or quality availability of
metadata, were replaced. The selected datasets for the data fiches are summarized in table 1.

4 Data collected by GRANULAR will be made available in the project's Repository, available at
https://platform.ruralgranular.eu/collection/All/1.
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Table 1: Datasets selected for analysis by Indicator Class & Rural Compass.

Description Author / Free & open | Rural Compass
Producer Access®
Accessibility
Open-source Accessibility to services (by car and by OSRM Yes Residential
routing machine bike)
Agriculture
Carbon budget C budget in the EU agricultural soils JRC Yes Productive
in the EU including lateral C fluxes
agricultural soils
Cover Crops Disaggregated map of cover crops JRC Yes Productive
across Europe occurrence for Europe and the UK
EuroCrops - Combines all publicly available self- EU Yes Productive
Land Parcel declared crop reporting datasets
Identification
Systems
Climate
Temperature, Climate model data ECMWF Yes Environmental
Precipitation
WorldClim Satellite derived climate data Worldclim Yes Environmental
(temperature, rainfall)
Demography
GHSL-POP Distribution of population, expressed as JRC Yes Residential

the number of people per cell

WorldPop High resolution world population weighted- UoS Yes Residential
density

WorldPop High resolution world population density UoS Yes Residential

WorldPop High resolution world population (age and UoS Yes Residential

sex structures by 5-year classes)

WorldPop High resolution world population UoS Yes Residential
(Population Counts)

Data4good Population Meta Partial Residential

5 Relates to the free and open access and availability of the derived datasets, as well as raw datasets (for the analysis) and the model or
code.
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Total
Population

Rural
household
internet access
in 2021

Accommodation

Accommodation

EU SILC

Suitability map
for solar energy
(PV)s

Healthcare
services
locations &
number of beds
in Europe

OpenStreetMap

Mapillary

Tourism

Mobility heat
maps, raw data

(jogging, biking)

Population ARDECO

Digitalisation

Share of rural household with internet Statista
access in the selected European countries

2021

Economic Development

Overnight stays Trip Advisor
Overnight stays AirBnB
Longitudinal Household Survey EuroStat
Energy
Suitability for installation of large-scale PV JRC
systems in Europe
Health
Dataset making centrally, geo-localized EuroStat
healthcare information available
Infrastructure
Specific point locations for potential OsSM
destinations for accessibility indicators
calculation. Topographic mapping of
features across the globe; good coverage
of Europe; high quality of mapping.
Access street-level imagery & map data Mapillary
from all over the world
Tourism capacity and density based on JRC
booking.com, TripAdvisor and Eurostat
data
Mobility
The heatmap shows 'heat' made by Strava

aggregated, public activities.

Partial

n.a.

No

No

Partial

Yes

Yes

Yes

Partial

Yes

No

Residential

n.a.

Productive

Productive

Productive

Productive

Residential

Residential

Residential

Recreational

Residential
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Recreation

Potential quiet These spacious areas allow for example  Data.Europa.EU n.a. n.a.
rural areas extensive walks without crossing noisy
areas.
Transversal
Local Smaller official territorial division for GISCO Yes Other
Administrative Europe
Units (LAU)
GEOSTAT 1km EU reference grid for statistics. Only GISCO Yes Other

population grid  population currently, but data diversity will
certainly grow in the future. Only
populated cells (not a regular grid)

NUTS NUTS division GISCO Yes Other
geometries

The data fiches (in the appendix) contain general information about the dataset and cost information. The first page
informs about the data type, spatial and temporal extent, a short description of the data, how to cite it and the
methodology used to produce the data. The second page is about the costs. Whilst most datasets are free and open
access, data analysis, quality assurance, and infrastructure costs need to be considered.

Data domains covered by the fiches are accessibility, agriculture, climate, demography, digitalization, economic
development, energy, health, infrastructure, mobility, recreation, and transversal.

Rural Compass categories included are environmental, productive, recreational, residential, and other.

The data fiches are in the appendix and will be made available online at https://www.ruralgranular.eu/tools/.

5. The costs of and for rural data — a journey across regional and
national statistical offices and authorities in the EU and beyond

This section presents and discusses the survey results® by focusing on:
Main databases openly available in the participating countries, containing data about rural development issues.
Data types and domains available at no costs.
Customers, costs, and revenues.

Most of the information compiled below was derived from the survey. In some cases, additional research to
complement missing information was undertaken. In cases no answers were provided to particular questions, we
leave the specific category out in the section 5.1. descriptions. This concerns, for instance, and in several cases,
data types and domains.

6 Appendix 1 contains a summary table providing a quick overview over the results.
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https://www.ruralgranular.eu/tools/

5.1.1. Bulgaria

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues: The IS Infostat platform
( ) publishes data relevant for rural development. It includes business, demographic social,
macroeconomic, environment energy and multi-domain statistics. Data on population and housing census is
available free of charge. Paid databases provide users access to more detailed data at lower levels after
disaggregation. Grid data for population (total, age groups and sex) for 2011, 2021 is free of charge.

Data domains contained in open databases: Demography, energy and health.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: Grid data for population: Total population, Age groups 0-14; 15-64 ;65+ and
sex, for 2011 and 2021.

5.1.2. Croatia

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues: There are several databases
available but not strictly connected with rural development issues. The so-called PC-Axis databases are available

at . Some data available is at
municipality level. Grid 1000 is accessible, free of charge, at the GeoSTAT - Web GIS portal of the Croatian Bureau
of Statistics ( ). The available grid-level data is on population — number of populations, number

of population by large age groups, population by educational attainment, population by activity, business register
(active business entities). Tourism data on accommodation capacities and tourist arrivals and nights. The PC-Axis
databases ) has some data by municipalities. Some census data by settlements is available at

. All data published online is free of charge. If special data processing is
needed for grid-level data, it is charged according to the subject’s hourly rate.

Data domains contained in open databases: agriculture, demography, economy, energy, environment, tourism /
recreation, transport.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: 1km grid. Available data free of charge at the GeoSTAT - Web GIS portal
for the Croatian Bureau of Statistics .

5.1.3. Cyprus

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues: The main database by Statistics
Cyprus is CYSTAT-DB, available at . It contains data on
agriculture, livestock, fishing, business register, construction, education, energy, environment, external trade, health,
industry, information society, innovation, labor market, living conditions, social protection, national accounts,
population, price indices, public finance, research and development, services, tourism and trade.

Data domains contained in open databases: Demography, Health, Education, ICT Usage.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: 1000m for grid-level data.

5.1.4. Finland

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues: The main database published by
Statistics Finland is called StatFin ( ). StatFin is freely accessible and
includes data on population, economy, housing, transport, tourism, consumption, prices, wages and salaries,
energy, enterprises etc. The Paavo database ( ) contains data by postal
code area on the population structure, education, income, housing, workplaces, households' life stage etc. There
is also a grid-level database with grid sizes of 250 m x 250 m, 1 km x 1 km and 5 km x 5 km

( ). The grids cover the whole of Finland, but this is not for free and charged
based on number of licenses and grid size. Data is available on the areas' population structure, level of education,
income of inhabitants and households, size and stage in life of households, buildings and dwellings, workplaces,
and main activities of inhabitants. Population structure grid data 1km x 1km is free of charge.
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https://infostat.nsi.bg
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https://www.stat.fi/tup/statfin/index_en.html
https://www.stat.fi/tup/paavo/index_en.html
https://www.stat.fi/tup/ruututietokanta

Data domains contained in open databases: agriculture, demography, economy, energy, environment, housing,
infrastructure, mobility, tourism / recreation, transport.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: Population structure grid data 1km x 1km.

5.1.5. France

The geoservices.ign.fr site ( ) and its Géoservices catalogue
) by the Institut National de I'Information Géographique et Forestiere (IGN) are
of relevance for anyone interested in geodata and web services related to rural development. Data on the site is free
of charge and available under an open license and accessible without registration. It contains, vector databases,
maps, ortho-images, cadastral parcels, 3D models as well as other applications and services. Information includes
the Common Agricultural Policy, forest geographical reference system, "Land-Sea Boundary" data, a Renewable
Energy Map Portal and Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition.
A second data source is by the Centre for Studies on Risks, the Environment, Mobility and Urban Planning
(CEREMA). lts catalogue with over 300 datasets, maps and series is open and available at
. Data covers such fields like land
cover, natural risks, energy use, habitats and biotopes and hydrography.
The Office francais de la biodiversité with its partners feeds an information system on biodiversity, with 14 datasets,
services and maps, incl. characterization of Natura 2000 sites, protected natural areas, inventory of Natural Areas
of Ecological, Faunal and Floristic Interest etc. (|
Thematic data and datasets on agriculture, culture and heritage, sustainable development and energy, economics
and statistics, eductaion and reserach, international and EU issues, health and social issues, tourism and recreation,
territories and transport can be found at . This is the national portal for territorial
knowledge providing open and interoperable data to facilitate the exchange and sharing of data in support of public
policies.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: grid data

5.1.6. Greece

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues: Currently, there is no
dissemination database openly available to the public. However, data files available for the public are uploaded at
the website of the Hellenic Statistics Authority (ELSTAT) in the form of time series, tables and Public Use Files
(PUFs). ELSTAT publishes statistical data on its website at a level of analysis, where statistical confidentiality is not
violated, and all users can access them. Most of the data on ELSTAT's website refer to NUTS 2 level. Depending
on the limitations set due to statistical confidentiality, some data refer also to NUTS 3 level and few data (mainly
population data) to LAU level. Statistical data that allow the indirect identification of statistical units are provided to
users under certain conditions. Tailor-made data based on user requirements are generally priced. The cost of
providing these data depends on the number of man-days required for their compilation by ELSTAT staff. The pricing
policy of ELSTAT is available here:

Finest resolution of data free of charge: R&D, innovation, population data at NUTS-2 level.

5.1.7. Hungary

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues: There is no dedicated database
for rural development data, but the main database contains data on agriculture, environment, and many aspects of
territorial data. The data can be downloaded in csv and xIsx format and are free of charge. The database can be
accessed here: . Predefined data tables in the STADAT
system also contain data on the abovementioned topics, however, this is not a database, but ready-made tables are
available, which can also be downloaded in csv and xIsx, also free of charge. The STADAT-system is available here:

The third main resource where users can find territorial data is the Interactive Mapping Application, accessible here:
. Data can be downloaded from this interface, from the attribute table in csv.
Unlike the aforementioned two sources, this application also contains grid-level data.

Data domains contained in open databases: agriculture, demography, economy, energy, environment, health,
housing, infrastructure, tourism / recreation, transport.
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https://geoservices.ign.fr/
https://geoservices.ign.fr/catalogue
https://catalogue.cdata.cerema.fr/geonetwork/srv/eng/catalog.search#/home
https://www.ofb.gouv.fr/
https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/
https://www.statistics.gr/en/microdata_pricing
https://statinfo.ksh.hu/Statinfo/themeSelector.jsp?&lang=en
https://www.ksh.hu/stadat_eng
https://map.ksh.hu/timea/?locale=en

Finest resolution of data free of charge: Grid-level data. Charging for the data is not determined by the level of
resolution or the theme but by the capacity it requires from the statisticians to prepare the data.

5.1.8. Ireland

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues: The Central Statistics Office
(CSO) of Ireland produces a wide range of statistics. This includes business sectors including agriculture and
fisheries, census data, data on the economy, environment, labour market, people and society as well as other
themed publications. CSQO's PxStat Open Data Platform is available at . Data published on the
platform is also provided by other public sector databases, such as by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the
Marine, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, the Sustainable Energy authority etc.

Data domains contained in open databases: see above.

Data types available: grid-level, tabular and vector data.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: Small-area data, for which are units with an average of 50-100 households
in each. Grid-level data is free, and if it is not available, €80-200 are charged for customers from the private sector.

5.1.9. Italy

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues: IstatData is the latest aggregate
data dissemination platform of the Italian National Institute of Statistics (Istat) and available at

. It makes use of the open-source tools “Data Browser” and “Meta & Data
Manager” developed by Istat following the international SDMX (Statistical Data and Metadata eXchange) standard
for exchanging and sharing statistical data and metadata. Currently, six themes are covered: National Accounts,
Population and Households, Household Economic Conditions, Agriculture, Enterprises, Welfare and Pension. Time
Series ( ) contains over 1,500 time series organized into 22
thematic areas made available to inform about the environmental, social and economic changes in Italy

Data domains contained in open databases: see above.
Data types available: tabular and vector data.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: Agricultural plot level.

5.1.10. Moldova

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues: The statistical databank of
Statistics Moldova is available at . It contains data on environment, population and
demographic processes, social statistics, economic statistics, gender statistics, and regional statistics.

Data domains contained in open databases: Accessibility, agriculture, demography, economy, energy, environment,
health, housing, infrastructure, mobility, tourism / recreation, transport.

Data types available: raster and tabular data.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: Currently the office disseminates at the level of communes (with a commune
being formed of one or several villages) — both in the Statistical databank and as static maps in its publications. In
2024, the office plans to carry out a Population and Housing Census and will then have available spatial data both
at vector and grid-level. At the moment, the office does not provide spatial data against a fee.

5.1.11. Poland

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues, incl. data domains: The
Knowledge Database ( ) by Statistics Poland contains 31 domain areas including
Demography, Education, Energy, Social economy, Municipal and housing infrastructure, Agriculture, Labor Market,
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https://data.cso.ie/
https://esploradati.istat.it/databrowser/#/en
https://seriestoriche.istat.it/index.php?id=18&L=1
https://statbank.statistica.md/
https://dbw.stat.gov.pl/en

Transport, Tourism, Living conditions, Health and healthcare. For some indicators data is available by voivodships,
in the case of demographic data and of local government unit budgets also for lower levels of territorial division.
The Knowledge Database is a publicly available and free of charge.

Furthermore, there is also a Centre for Rural Statistics ( ) and a Small Areas Statistics
Centre ( ) in addition to regional statistics centers throughout the country.
( ). EUROSTAT Economic accounts for agriculture - values at current prices

and Economic accounts for agriculture - values at n-1 prices are also available.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: NUTS 2.

5.1.12. Portugal

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues of Statistics Portugal is available
here . Themes also
include Agriculture, forest and fisheries.

Data domains contained in open databases: agriculture, demography, economy, energy, environment, health,
housing, mobility, tourism / recreation, transport in addition to culture, Prices, living conditions.

Data types available: grid-level and tabular data.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: For the Population and housing Census grid of 1km2 is free of charge. For
some of the other domains, data is at parish-level.

5.1.13. Scotland

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues: The main database openly
available, containing data about rural areas are the 1) National Performance Framework

( ) with 26 out of 81
indicators providing data for Rural Scotland and the 2) Rural Scotland Key Facts 2021
( ) and a considerable number of

sources. There are several public sector open data portals, most allow for publication of data at the 3* level of
openness (csv or equivalent).” Many of Scottish Government statistics is available online, for free and without
restrictions. It contains around 300 open datasets and reference material, mainly at the 5* level — the highest level
of openness, with associated metadata.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: Grid-level data.
5.1.14. Serbia

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues of the Statistical Office of the
Republic of Serbia is available here:

Data domains contained in open databases: accessibility, agriculture, demography, economy, energy, environment,
health, housing, infrastructure, tourism / recreation, transport.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: Spatial resolution depends on the coverage of statistical survey, from which
the dataset is produced. In the annual plan of statistical surveys, the spatial resolution of available datasets which
are free of charge is defined.

5.1.15. Slovakia

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues of Slovak Statistics is called
DataCube and is available at . It contains multidimensional tables for indicators of
economic and socio-economic development, for the following areas: demographic and social statistics,
macroeconomic statistics, business statistics, sector statistics, environment, multi-domain statistics and selected
tables of the Eurostat database. 1 km x 1 km grid-level data is available from the 2011 and 2021 census at

7 According to Tim Berners-Lee, open data can be published at various levels of openness (see 5-star Open Data (5stardata.info).
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Data domains contained in open databases: accessibility, agriculture, demography, economy, energy, environment,
health, housing, infrastructure, tourism / recreation, transport.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: Municipalities - especially demographic data. All data in the database are
free of charge.

5.1.16. Slovenia

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues of Statistics Slovenia is available
at https://pxweb.stat.si/SiStat/en/Podrocja/Index/583/regionalni-pregled.

Data domains contained in open databases: agriculture, demography, economy, energy, environment, housing,
infrastructure, mobility, tourism / recreation, transport.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: Grid-level data available at the STAGE pages at htips://gis.stat.si/#lang=en.
All data at Statistics Slovenia is free of charge.

5.1.17. Spain / Galicia®

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues of the Galician Institute of Statistics
is available at https://www.ige.gal/web/index.jsp?idioma=ql.

Data domains contained in open databases: demography, economy, tourism / recreation.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: Spatial distribution of the characteristics of the population of Galicia by grid
of 1km2.

5.1.18. Sweden

Main database openly available, containing data about rural development issues

The majority of Statistics Sweden's statistics are openly available at "Statistikdatabasen" (Statistical database)
(https://www.statistikdatabasen.scb.se/pxweb/en/ssd/). In addition, other data openly available from Statistics
Sweden includes geospatial data (htips://www.scb.se/en/services/open-data-api/open-geodata/). Furthermore,
there are 29 different public agencies, which publish official statistics, and partly cover other topics than Statistics
Sweden: https://www.scb.se/en/About-us/official-statistics-of-sweden/government-agencies-responsible-for-official-
statistics/.

Data domains contained in open databases: agriculture, demography, economy, energy, environment, housing,
infrastructure, mobility, tourism / recreation, transport.

Data types available: grid-level, point, tabular and vector data.

Finest resolution of data free of charge: Grid-level data in Sweden is free of charge. In the database mentioned
previously, some statistics are made available according to DeSO, "Demografiska statistikomraden" (in English:
"Demographic Statistical Areas"). There are also corresponding GIS layers available. For more information, please
see https://scb.se/hitta-statistik/regional-statistik-och-kartor/regionala-indelningar/deso---demografiska-
statistikomraden/  (Swedish only) or https://www.scb.se/en/services/open-data-api/open-geodata/deso--
demographic-statistical-areas/.

In addition to the database mentioned above, there are also data at the following spatial resolution, which fully or
partly go below municipal level: Grid statistics, preschools and agency and municipal offices, localities and small
localities, holiday-home areas, retail trade areas, activities zones, and RegSO (Regional Statistical Areas). For
accessing the GIS layers, please see: https://www.scb.se/en/services/open-data-api/open-geodata/. Furthermore,
in addition to Statistics Sweden, other agencies also publish similar data (including geospatial data/GIS layers).

8 The answers were provided by a regional authority related to the Living Lab Ourense.
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All but one® of the authorities and offices that took part in the survey make data openly available (Figure 3).

Figure 3. Is there any data openly available?

The majority of responding authorities and offices make more than 500 data files available free of charge (Figure 4).

Figure 4. Data files made available by each organization.
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The main domains most frequently available and with relevance for rural development and governance are
demography, economy, agriculture, and tourism / recreation (Figure 5). More than half of the respondents also
provide data on energy environment and transport. Mobility data is provided by only one-fourth of the offices.
Accessibility data, according to the survey, is provided by one only country (non-EU).

% The respondent is from an Italian authority.Yet, as shown above, the national statistical authority publishes various datasets.
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Figure 5. Data domains contained in open database(s).
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There are differences between the countries. Statistics Finland, for instance, has open databases on all but health
data, whilst the Greek national authority has an open database only for R&D and innovation (see also above and
according to the survey).

More than 60% of the responding offices use published guidelines/frameworks. In case they do, this is Eurostat (all
of them) and UN Statistics Division (two respondents) guidelines.

Most of the offices make tabular data available (87%) and more than half of them grid-level data. More than one-
third provide vector data and slightly less also raster data. Only two offices said they make point data available
(Figure 6)."° In addition, one office stressed that they publish time series and anonymized microdata of statistical
surveys.

Figure 6. Data types available.
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0 For a distinction of these data types, see for instance https://gisgeography.com/spatial-data-types-vector-raster/.
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https://gisgeography.com/spatial-data-types-vector-raster/

In addition to whether and what kind of data is accessible for free (see above), we asked the authorities and offices
about the reasons for charging customers in case costs apply for users. Unfortunately, only less than half of the
respondents provided information on this question. Of those who answered, 1 authority (Greece) charges for
compiling data, 2 for both compiling and structuring data (Finland and ltaly) and 3 base their costs on other reasons
(Croatia, Hungary and Sweden) (Figure 7).

Figure 7. Reasons for charging customers
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Other reasons range from subscriptions to specific databases, retrievals from internal databases, individual
calculations based on the number of man-days required for compiling the data or any other individual tasks on behalf
of the office.

We also asked whether public officials must pay for accessing data or whether specific discounts for students or
academia are offered.

Most of the offices, who answered this question, stated that public officials do not have to pay for accessing data
(Figure 8).

Figure 8. Do public officials have to pay for accessing data?
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Most of the offices do not offer specific discounts for students (Figure 9).

Figure 9. Specific discounts offered for students?
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Discounts for academia are also rather an exception (Figure 10).

Figure 10. Specific discounts offered for academia (e.g. teachers, researchers)?

22% (n=2)

78% (n=T7)

@ ves @® No

Most of the offices are neither supported by a government grant nor specific ministerial funding (Figure 11). This is
in most of the cases coming from the state budget.

Figure 11. Our office is supported by...
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Some offices, like Sweden, do commission projects upon request in addition to state funding. Finland also mentioned
chargeable services and other central government authorities and financing from the EU.
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We asked the respondents, who and which groups are mainly using their data and in a ranking exercise. Main users
are individuals, followed by research organizations and private sector (Figure 12).

Figure 12. Main user groups
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One respondent added that public sector, research, and private sector are all using their data and are important, as
are private individuals. Furthermore, according to one respondent, “actual usage between the groups might also
differ in relation to the size of the groups”.

Regarding the type of data customers mainly ask for and for what purpose, most organizations referred to
demography and population census data. There is also demand for labor market and employment data, R&D, (rural)
business development and funding data, as well as price development, tourism and immigration data. As one
respondent put it, whilst “the majority of users probably access data on their own, without asking questions” and
need mainly tabular data, there is a demand for more complex and granular data, as well as indicators to follow up.
Respondents also referred to the interest to understand rural-urban interrelations, the need for good data for
decision-making purposes and to capture development and change.
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6. Inspirational examples — Data, tools and approaches from Granular
partner countries.

Section 6 presents 9 inspirational examples, selected to inspire different types of actors to get familiar with interesting
work carried out throughout the EU and beyond, and possibly also to pursue a similar exercise. We provide cases
from different scales — reaching from the local and Living Lab level to the EU and international levels. We also
highlight diverse chains of development. Importantly, we invited developers to share their experience and
considerations about motivation, enablers and potential challenges. The examples include reflections about various
cost dimensions, and contact information for follow-up conversation. The examples are presented in alphabetical
order and following the country / region they are stemming from and going up to the Nordic Region, the EU and the
global level. At the end of this section, a matrix will summarize key learnings, cost dimensions, policy implications
and future considerations from the inspirational examples.

The Natural Resources Institute Finland (LUKE) has been actively involved in the planning of Finnish CAP plans as
a policy support provided to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MMM). In earlier work, LUKE has utilized
datasets on subjective wellbeing (SWB), which include exact location indicators, enabling detailed spatial analysis.
Hence, LUKE was commissioned to develop a measure for evaluating one specific aim in Finnish CAP plan. For
that end, LUKE researchers developed a novel indicator to follow development of SWB of the rural population during
the CAP programming period 2023-27.

Technically, this indicator was created by merging a large (N=38 000)
annual FinSote Survey (currently Healthy Finland Survey) collected by the
Finnish Institute for Health and Welfare (THL), to 7 classes urban—rural
classification system constructed by the Finnish Environment Institute,
based on 250 X 250 m statistical squares. SWB of the rural population is
measured by the standardized Mental Health Index MHI5 and a single item
question on perceived loneliness. More specifically, the index on SWB of
the rural population is adjusted by age and gender (by estimated marginal
means), in order to control for changes in socio-demographic composition
in rural areas. Additionally, the index is adjusted to national mean of SWB
to control for national level changes in SWB and thus to reflect only the
relative changes of SWB in the rural population. The indices generated from
the data are processed and stored in LUKE's database and published in
LUKE's indicator portal (hitps://www.luke.fi/en/statistics/indicators/cap-
indicators).

Photo: Edit Kul

In summary, researchers at THL and LUKE, as well as civil servants from MMM involved in the project, see this as
inspiring case and example of cooperation between sectoral research institutes and affiliated ministries. However,
the institutional structure that allows data availability is rather fragile, since it is based on double affiliation of single
researcher. The project represents an inspiring pilot on using a large SWB dataset in CAP policy evaluation.
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Costs

Development Costs: The responsible investigator for this project at LUKE (Mikko Weckroth) has an affiliation with
THL. The survey data itself is collected by THL and budgeted on the basis of the agreement with the responsible
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health. However, in a case there would not be a researcher with shared affiliation, the
whole procedure would require involvement of the Finnish Social and Health Data Permit Authority (Findata) that
grants permits for the secondary use of social and health care data (htips://findata.fi/en/). The pricing for creating
this dataset and giving permits would need to be estimated by Findata but would most likely be 8.000 — 12.000 €. In
sum, the survey data is collected by THL - not for the purpose of developing this indicator but was utilized for its
development.

Data accessibility for users: Indexes are free at Agrigaattori portal for users.
Data infrastructure costs: None for the user.

Data governance & management costs: None for the user. However, for the development of the indicator, expertise
in statistics and data management, particularly in the field of (subjective) wellbeing is needed. Data analysis
expertise is needed, too, e.g. calculating indexes and linking responses to urban-rural classification.

Further information: mikko.weckroth@luke.fi

The aim of the Rural Barometer is to shed light on commissioned by The Rural Policy Council (MANE)
how Finnish citizens, public decision-makers, and implemented by LUKE and subcontractors, e.g.,
business decision-makers, the media and rural the survey is designed and interpreted by LUKE.

experts perceive the countryside. It includes themes
such as: elements of the good life, images of rural
areas, regional identity, multi-local living,
entrepreneurship and livelihoods, rural development,
opinions on policy measures and the future of rural
areas. The Rural Barometer provides a statistically
representative sample of the Finnish people's views
on the state and future of rural areas. The 4" Rural
Barometer is currently conducted and continues the
series of Rural Barometers done in 2009, 2013
(published 2014) and 2020. The Barometer is
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The Rural Barometer 2020 — Approach

Responses were collected through an online survey (Finnish-speaking population) and a telephone-informed survey
(Swedish-speaking population). Overall, there were 1788 respondents, that is Finnish citizens aged 15-79.""

The Rural Barometer 2020 — Selected Findings

" More specifically, 294 young urban citizens, aged 15-29) took part. 579 respondents were from the Swedish-speaking population (aged
15-79). Respondents were also business decision-makers, e.g. CEOs, development managers, CFOs and others in similar positions
(industry, construction, trade and services (280 respondents) and public decision-makers, e.g. MPs, mayors and presidents of
city/commune councils, provincial governors and councillors, MEPs (237 respondents). Sixty-eight media representatives, incl. editors-
in-chief, news managers, regional editors, managing editors, political journalists, journalists (newspapers, TV, radio) took part. 121 “Rural
experts”, i.e. experts, researchers, civil servants, third sector actors working on and following rural issues took part as well.
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"A place for the good life" - The image of a good life
is much or very much associated with the countryside
by 61% of Finns. More positive images are associated
with rural than urban areas.

"I am both rural and urban" - 37% of Finns have a
double-identity: they consider themselves both rural
and urban.

"The countryside is the land of dreams" - 20% of
young urban dwellers consider the countryside to be
the place of their dreams.

"Rural development should be based primarily on the
needs of rural people.” - 39% of Finns strongly agree
with this statement.
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Costs

Development costs: In the beginning, when the whole survey is drafted, about 6 PM (senior experts) are needed,
depending on how wide-ranging the survey is supposed to be as to different dimensions, and how many respondent
groups there will be. After the first run about 3 PM should be enough for updating / improving questions and lists of
specific respondents.

Data Governance & Management costs: Senior experts on rural studies for the substance, and if possible,
professional survey companies to run the citizen sample with the help of their permanent panels. In Finland, the
survey (covering two languages and the above-mentioned different respondent groups) costs about € 42-45,000.
For one language only it would be €30-35,000.

Data analysis, processing & visualization: Planning work and interpretation done by a rural studies experts; in our
case about 5 PM. Much depends on how many “mobile” parts the survey has, and on the quality of reporting. If PPT
presentations and newsletters suffice, it is possible to do it with 1-1,5 PM. A proper scientific report needs 3-4 PM.

Data Infrastructure costs: It would be possible to conduct the survey using, for instance, Webropol, which could be
(almost) free of charge. However, to guarantee statistically representative samples and quality, professional
companies with their existing software and hardware might be used.

Data repositories / storage: We use the Finnish social science data archive (FSD)
(https://www.tuni.fi/en/research/finnish-social-science-data-archive), a national infrastructure with open access and
a part of CESSDA (PAN-EUROPEAN RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE). FSD is funded by the Ministry of
Education and Culture, and it does not cost us to preserve the barometer data there.

Costs for data documentation and assistance in data use: Data is stored in FSD. In most cases, policy-makers or
the media use the interpretations and presentations we have made available in the Barometer report or on the
website of MANE. Depending on quality and quantity, costs vary between 1 to 6 PM.

Data security costs: Included in the costs of the survey company and in our own budget. Data security costs have
increased a lot during the last 10-15 years, so it is wise to include them in the budget and PM.

The Barometer requires, by definition, repetition. 2—3-year intervals would be optimal. It is also important to design
the survey really well in the beginning, since the value of the Barometer decreases each time you change something.
in Finland, we have decided to have approximately one “mobile” section among the 6 themes of the barometer — a
set of questions that changes depending on what is regarded of current, urgent interest each time.

In addition, it is warmly recommended to use experts on qualitative attitude research at least in the beginning, when
designing the survey. It would also be great if we could, someday, have several European Rural Barometers, where
at least some of the sections would be formulated exactly the same way, to render comparisons possible.

Further information: hilkka.vihinen@!|uke.fi & michael kull@luke.fi
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The Département des Pyrénées Orientales (CD66) has set up a system for observing and monitoring traffic levels
on the roads it manages. As a local authority in the South of France, the CD66 is responsible for a network of
2,154 km of roads, serving an area of over 4,000 km? with a population of 480,000 (source: INSEE 2020).

To help manage its road network, CD66 produces
this data with several objectives in mind:

To understand traffic trends and help decision-
making for long term general studies,

Design road projects, in particular for sizing
pavement structures,

Adapt measures taken in terms of worksite
operations, for example by choosing the time
slots with the least impact on traffic during
roadside mowing operations.
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CD66 is responsible for all the stages involved in producing this data: from the installation and maintenance of the
meters to the collection, consolidation, and analysis of the data, right through to making the information available
on open data platforms. Two operators and one data administrator are working on this system, which relies on a
network of permanent, rotating and on-demand meters, as well as the ROUTE+ software and a virtual server for
data storage.

—
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Costs

BUDGET OF THE WHOLE INITIATIVE: A total of around €165,000 per year in operating costs for the whole the
department. This include human resources (€100,000/year), costs of replacing and maintaining meters (€ 62,000 /
year) including ROUTE+ software maintenance (€3,300 / year) and costs for acquisition and training (€ 30,000).

DATA GOVERNANCE & MANAGEMENT COSTS
Staff costs or PM: around €100,000 per year.

Costs for Data analysis: The processing and display of the data is carried out in house by the department's civil
servants, whose salary costs are aggregated.
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Consolidation of collected data: the software draws attention to aberrant results, on the basis of which the
operators and the data administrator check it. The director of the roads department finally validates the data. Data
cleansing is carried out internally by the department's civil servants, whose salary costs are globalised.

DATA INFRASTRUCTURE COSTS:
SOFTWARE. The system is based on the ROUTE+ which costed around €30,000 to acquire (+ agent training).
Annual maintenance costs €3,300 excluding VAT/year.

HARDWARE. The system is based on meters, the hardware replacement and maintenance cost is approximately
€62,000/year.

Data repositories / storage: The data is stored on one of the 700 virtual servers of the Conseil Départemental des
Pyrénées-Orientales.

COSTS FOR DATA PROCESSING & VISUALIZATION: The processing and display of the data is carried out in
house by the department's civil servants, whose salary costs are aggregated. Processing the data and then
making it available on the open data platforms takes around 12 working days.

DATA SECURITY COSTS: The data is stored on one of the CD66's virtual servers, protected by a firewall. Data
access is allocated manually. Costs are therefore considered negligible today.

Further information: Jean-Claude Balagué, Département des Pyrénées-Orientales, jeanclaude.balague@cd66.fr.
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Home telecare is an uninterrupted telephone service with specific communications and computer equipment,
especially designed for elderly people, who live alone, and in order to pay immediate attention in the event of an
emergency. The system consists of an alarm unit carried by the person, a telephone terminal and a computerized
switchboard that receives the calls and is located in the Care Centre. The service allows users to communicate with
the center, which is staffed by specialized personnel, in the event of any emergency situation by simply pressing the
button on the device elderly people carry with them. This system is specific to rural local authorities (under 20,000
inhabitants). It is noteworthy that only one local entity, out of a total of 92, exceeds this number of inhabitants.

The service aims to provide an immediate response that allows communication between the user and the care
center 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. This offer is complemented by a diary-reminder service for certain tasks,
such as the control of chronic medication or medical and social consultations. Other systems related to home
automation and care for the elderly are also being implemented. An example of this is the system for detecting the
opening of the doors of these people. Through a centralized system, it is possible to know the number of times a
person opens their door per day and if the opening range falls below a certain number, specific protocols are
activated.

The extracted data

The background that allows for a strong territorial analysis of this health care or welfare system is the continuous
internal system of data collection. The data collection has both a statistical and a territorial level. On the one hand,
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a large amount of information is collected for each procedure performed by each user. Depending on the year, the
number of users varies between 2000 and 3000 people, and the amount of information is large. Every time the user
presses the emergency button, the duration of the call and even, through a qualitative system, information on the
reasons for each of the emergencies can be collected. This analysis has led to preliminary internal conclusions that
one of the main causes of emergencies is motivated by unwanted loneliness in the last stage of life.

On the other hand, perhaps the most innovative information collection is implemented from a territorial point of view.
This is due to the geolocation of each of their users. In other words, there is the possibility of generating maps of
user points which, together with the above statistics and the geolocation of the service centers, can generate very
useful cartographic information systems. For example, by combining the number of emergency vehicles and users,
we can create maps of the flow of emergency vehicles throughout the province with wide-ranging densities that
allow us to draw relevant conclusions. On the other hand, it would allow us to obtain information on the distortion
between the location of services and users, areas of service reinforcement, areas of social exclusion or even
distortions of services in relation to the degree of urbanization or rural-urban areas.

Visualization and opening of data

As far as the visualization system is concerned, it is difficult to implement due to the high degree of protection of the
data processed. While it would be possible to display purely statistical data in anonymized form, this would be very
complex in terms of the territorial representation of the data. This is due to the fact that all mobility and service-user
distortion flows are based on the exact location of each user and therefore, the very location of the households
eliminates the anonymity of the users. In any case, our Living Lab is starting to collect this data in order to analyze
it and then, if possible, develop appropriate reports or visualization systems.

Costs

The estimated budget of the whole initiative is complex as, in practice, it depends on different administrations.
Potential travel is carried out by regional institutions and the telecare program is funded by the provincial authority.
Similarly, data analysis is carried out by the university in collaboration with the provincial administration. In any case,
on the basis of the call for tenders in 2021, the contract is estimated to be at around €1,300,000.

Further information: &

Employees of the Faculty of Economics at KUT (Matgorzata Czerwinska-Jaskiewicz, Ph.D.; Patrycjusz Zarebski,
Ph.D.), collaborated with the Science for the Environment Foundation in their research on the creation of a
revitalization program in the communes of the West Pomeranian Voivodeship located in the Special Exclusion Zone.
The primary objective of this investigation was to identify a degraded area through an objective and comprehensive
assessment of social, economic, technical, environmental, and spatial issues. Based on the research, a model
(including diagnostic instruments) for socio-economic diagnosis was created, and a model for implementing social
revitalization was proposed.

To assess degraded areas in the commune, 22 indicators were used to describe the intensity of the phenomenon
within a given commune. These indicators were grouped according to their nature and information content into
social, economic, structural, spatial-functional, and environmental indicators. Data were obtained from public
statistical portals, including the Local Data Bank of the Central Statistical Office, the Commune Office, the District
Labor Office, and the Commune Social Welfare Center. The indicators adopted for evaluation were also optional,
which was helpful in considering the specific features of a given area, and the internal diversity of the analyzed
analytical units. The nature of these indicators was also determined. The indicators describing the phenomena were
assessed according to the principle that they indicate a crisis when their value exceeds the median for the entire set
of analyzed units. On this basis, a critical indicator was built. It is the basis for defining a degraded area, i.e. in a state
of crisis due to the concentration of negative social phenomena and negative phenomena of a different nature, i.e.
economic or environmental, spatial-functional or technical.
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Problem phenomena and the causes of their occurrence were identified through an in-depth diagnosis based on
direct interviews, questionnaires, and focus group interviews. Revitalization areas were designated based on an in-
depth diagnosis using four research methods: individual direct survey - with village heads in the commune; IDI —
Individual In-Depth Interview, i.e. an individual in-depth interview — with people in power in the commune (mayor);
FGI (focus group Interview) — with local leaders in the commune; interviews, animations, and research walks with
residents of villages. Field research was carried out by appropriately selected and instructed interviewers - mostly
representatives of commune residents. These were people selected in terms of competencies, skills, and personal
predispositions, with good knowledge of the local environment.

The high usefulness of statistical data was ensured by the inclusion of local animators and independent mediators
in the research process, who, on the one hand, were responsible for social activation in a specific region on an
ongoing basis (and knew it well), and, on the other hand, were independent experts looking at a given area
objectively. The designation of revitalization areas took into account the participation of residents and local leaders.
Statistical diagnosis was made based on a set of 14 independent indicators. The revitalization area was designated
in places where, as a result of statistical analysis, an accumulation of problem phenomena was observed. In a further
stage of research, the development potential and the most urgent areas of intervention were considered. For this
purpose, various tools and methods of collecting information were used: interviews (based on a survey
questionnaire); direct animation meetings with various stakeholders; preparation of maps of resources and needs
directly by residents with the support of the Local Animator, as well as tutors and external specialists; focus meetings.

Source: https://www.facebook.com/ndsfund/?locale=pl_PL.

The model for diagnosing socio-economic structures and the original concept of implementing social revitalization
in rural areas were used to develop 18 Local Revitalization Programs (e.g.
https://bip.dobragmina.pl/strony/menu/139.dhtml)

108 investment projects were implemented in municipalities based on Local Revitalization Programs with the total
amount of PLN 6,000,955 (appr. 1,390,000 €). 720 residents (direct participants of revitalization projects) from 18
communes of the Special Inclusion Zone (including 490 people at risk of social exclusion) were covered by
substantive and animation support in the field of revitalization. Three projects used the diagnostic research
methodology to delimit degraded areas and implemented the social revitalization model.'?

"2 Project No. 1. "Revitalization in the communes of the West Pomeranian Voivodeship located in the Special Inclusion Zone", project
co-financed by the EU from the European Social Fund and the state budget under the Regional Operational Program of the West
Pomeranian Voivodeship for 2014-2020, contract number: UDARPZP.07.01. 0032K601/1600 of September 21, 2016, implementation
date: October 1, 2016 - December 31, 2016; Project No. 2. "Social Revitalization", a project financed by the EU from the European
Social Fund and the state budget under the Regional Operational Program of the West Pomeranian Voivodeship for 2014-2020, Co-
financing agreement No.: RPZP.07.01.0032K102/1800 of September 20, 2018. implementation date: 01/01/2019 -01/01/2021.

oy GRANULAR has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon Europe Research and Innovation Programme under Grant
&% Agreement No. 101061068. UK participants in the GRANU