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Tämä raportti koskee Kannuksessa tutkimustila Luova Oy:llä ajalla heinä-joulukuu 2016 tehtyä kenttäkoetta.  Kokeesta on raportoitu kerran aiemmin ohjausryhmälle (Korhonen ym; raportti nro 1, 11.4.2017) . Koeaineiston käsittelyä ja edelleen työstämistä on jatkettu sen jälkeen. 

Hanketta esiteltiin Turkistutkijoiden verkostoitumispäivässä Soiniemessä 23.5.2017. Esitelmän aihe: ”Kestävät jalat – Kettujen jalkaterveyden kehittämishanke 2016-2018”: Korhonen, H.T., Kempe, R., Sepponen, J., Peura, J., Moisander-Jylhä, A-M., Lappalainen, A. (Power point- esitelmä).

Tuloksista pidettiin suullinen esitelmä NJF seminaarissa (nro 498) Oslossa Norjassa 18.-20.10.2017.  Esitelmän nimi:”Effects of plane of nutrition on foot condition and animal welfare in blue foxes”. 

Esitelmästä julkaistiin ko. seminaarissa proceedings’issa tiiivistelmä: Korhonen, H.T., Ojala, E., Moisander-Jylhä, A-M., Kempe, R.,  Sepponen, J.,Koistinen, T., Peura, J. 2017. Effects of plane of nutrition on foot condition and animal welfare in blue foxes.   NJF Seminar 498, Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel, Oslo, Norway, 18- 20 October 2017. Proceedings pp. 55-56.  Abstrakti nähtävänä tässä raportissa tuonnempana;  kts. ss. 2-3.

Kokeesta on kirjoitettu muutama alustava englanninkielinen käsikirjoitusversio. Se olisi tarkoitus julkaista tieteellisessä referoidussa lehdessä. Käsikirjoituksen tämänhetkinen nimi on: Hannu T. Korhonen, Eeva Ojala, Juhani Sepponen, Tarja Koistinen, Riitta Kempe, Anna-Maria Moisander-Jylhä, Jussi Peura. Effects of feeding intensity and compensatory growth on feet condition and welfare in blue foxes (Vulpes lagopus). Käsikirjoituksen työstäminen jatkuu.

Tuloksia tullaan esittelemään Maataloustieteen päivillä 10.-11.1.2018 (posteri, Viikki) ja Nordic ISAE seminaarissa 17.-18.1.2018 (suullinen, Helsinki).




NJF Seminar 498, Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel, Oslo, Norway 18.-20.10.2017

EFFECTS OF PLAN OF FEEDING ON FOOT CONDITION AND ANIMAL WELFARE
IN BLUE FOXES

Hannu T. Korhonen1, Eeva Ojala4, Anna-Maria Moisander-Jylhä5, Riitta Kempe3, Juhani
Sepponen2, Tarja Koistinen2, Jussi Peura5
Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke), Green Technology, 1 Kokkola, 2Maaninka,
3Jokioinen; 4Luova Research Farm, Kannus;5Finnish Fur Breeders’ Association,
Vantaa

Abstract
Pronounced bending of forelegs is an escalating phenomenon in blue foxes (Vulpes
lagopus) which has been recognized on farms and measures to understand its
background, etiology and welfare implications has been initiated. The aim of the present
study was to find out to which extent feeding intensity (ad libitum vs restricted) influences
on foot condition and welfare in growing-furring blue foxes. The subjects were 200
sibling pairs divided into two groups: (1) Ad libitum (Ad Lib) and (2) Restricted feeding
(Restr). Feeding arrangements were started on July 29. Restricted portion was raised
from Sept 22 onwards to ad libitum level. The statistical analyses were done by using
the Fisher’s exact test, Tukey’s test, Spearman correlations, Logistic regression and
Mixed model of the SAS software for Windows. Initial body weights of groups were
similar. From Aug 11 onwards body weights of Ad Lib remained significantly (P<0.001)
higher compared to Restr ones during the restricted period. Thereafter, compensatory
growth occurred in Restr groups (P<0.05). Final body weights at pelting (Dec 8) were
significantly higher (P<0.001) in Ad Lib than Rest animals. Body condition score (BSC)
followed the same pattern. Body length (P<0.01) as well as waist measure (P<0.001)
and neck circumference (P<0.01) were longer in Ad Lib animals. Foot condition was
better in Restr than Ad Lib both at the end of restricted period as well as at pelting.
Moving difficulties, patellar luxation and veering were slight in both groups. Angulation of
rear angle was more pronounced in Ad Lib animals (P<0.001). Weight of right adrenal
gland was significantly heavier (P<0.01) in Ad Lib than Restr groups. Weights of thymus
were heavier in Restr than Ad Lib animals (P<0.01). Animals in Restr group, particularly
females, used platforms typically significantly more than animals in Ad Lib group
(P<0.01). The conclusion of the present study is that foot bending is the best method to
evaluate foot condition even in large, fat animals. Prolonged high level feeding may decline foot condition and animal welfare.
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