
Multi-actor approach for 

sustainable labelling 

Labelling helps consumers to make informed choices 

by certifying that specific requirements are met in 

food production.   

A quality label can 

communicate farm 

animal welfare  

Natural Resources Institute Finland 

(Luke) and Pellervo Economic 

Research PTT are developing a 

concept for an animal welfare label. 

The label i) defines a production 

standard, ii) ensures that enrolled 

parties meet the standard and iii) 

communicates with consumers 

about high quality of products. 

Requirements: i) product 

traceability, ii) reliable and credible 

certification, iii) incentives for the 

actors to participate, iv) the label 

improves animal welfare. 

It is critical to understand actors’ 

views on animal welfare. We 

employ a multi-actor approach by 

engaging farmers, NGOs, 

consumers, authorities, food 

industry and retailers in the 

development process.  

Scientific knowledge, surveys and 

multi-actor workshops are deviced 

to address these views. 

Näin teet hyvän 

esitteen 
 

o Pidä mielessä 

kenelle olet 

tekemässä esitettä: 

esitteen sisällön on 

käsiteltävä asioita 

asiakkaan / yrityksen 

päätökseen 

vaikuttavien 

henkilöiden 

näkövinkkelistä. 

o Suosi lyhyitä lauseita 

sekä yksikertaista 

lauserakennetta 

o Selitä vaikeat 

käsitteet auki 

o Kuvat elävöittävät 

esitettä, mutta niiden 

täytyy tukea esitteen 

sisältöä 

o Sopiva pituus: kaksi 

sivua 

o Muistathan, että 

kuvituskuvien täytyy 

olla painokelpoiset  

o Käytä väliotsikoita ja 

ryhmittele niiden alle 

tärkeimmät 

sanottavat asiat ja 

argumentit 

Valitse esitteen väri 

temaattisen ohjelman mukaan.  
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Pohjoinen vihreä biotalous 

Innovatiivinen 

elintarvikeketju 

Sininen biotalous 

Kestävä luonnonvaratalous 

yhteiskunnassa 

Asiantuntija- ja 

viranomaispalvelu  

 

Mikäli kyse on temaattiseen 

ohjelmaan kuulumattomasta 

toiminnasta käytetään 

turkoosia tai oranssia.  

 

Turkoosi ja oranssi ovat Luken 

päävärejä ja niitä saa käyttää 

aina lisäväreinä. 
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Consumers think favorably 

 

Quality label in a nutshell 

The public views welfare labelled 

products positively, and 61% of 

people are interested in buying 

welfare-labelled products if they 

were available (on-line citizen 

survey, N=1200). The willingness 

to pay for animal welfare varies by 

consumer profile. 

Further strengthening of consumer 

communication is warranted. 



The public appreciates healthy animals 

Welfare Quality® has defined 12 criteria to assess farm animal welfare. 

In our survey, Finnish consumers considered criteria related to good 

animal health and good feeding the most frequently as very important 

domains of animal welfare. However, good housing as well as 

appropriate behaviour were also considered as important principles.  

Further information 

Research professor Jarkko Niemi, Natural Resources Institute Finland 

(Luke), jarkko.niemi@luke.fi, tel. +358 29 532 6392  

“Animal welfare labelling to promote competitiveness and quality of 

livestock production” project has received funding from the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Atria, HKScan, Valio, Arla foods, Juustoportti, 

Lidl, Central Union of Agricultural Producers and Forest Owners, and 

SEY Finnish Federation for Animal Welfare Associations. 

Niemi JK, Latvala T, Heinola K, Kauppinen T, Raussi S, Yrjölä T, Kiviholma S. 2019. A quality label can 

communicate farm animal welfare. Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke)  

Good handling and freedom of movement important 

When asked about specific measures, good handling of cattle, 

preventive animal health care and access to pasture were among the 

characteristics that the public expected the most frequently the labelled 

production to provide (Figure 1).  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. How important it is to the respondent that each proposed 

measure to enhance animal welfare is required by the label? 
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